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Letters to the Editor
N ew s p a p e r?

-

pa r t n e r s

with

the

Go v er n m en t

Be Warned—lock your homes!
I was very distressed the other day to find my perfect dog, Cal, MISSING
from my apartment! I realized that my dog had been kidnapped and called
John
r ight
away
for
a
t hor ough
invest igat ion.
You can imagine my astonishment then, when John did not follow
through, but simply said that Andres Montoya and Tomas Valasquez and
taken my dog for some exercise as part of their pet business that I had
s
i
g
n
e
d
u
p
f
o
r
.
He seemed to think that the situation was not exceptionally disturbing, as I
did, and so I am writing now to warn all of you fellow citizens of Pleasantv i l l e .
B e
w a r n e d !
My house was broken into purposefully and without my permission by this
“pet walking” business, and this is just the beginning.
- Lisa Devecamont
TOTALLY AGREE!! Re: Daisy and Tulip are essentially the same street
YES, why has this not been mentioned before. Totally funny and annoying
at the same time that OUR STREET (Daisy St) has sort of been adopted by
everyone in town without actually living on the same street as us. I think
we need to do something about this because Daisy street really has nothing
to do with town square. Even the food stand isn’t on Daisy street. Daisy
street is the road or trail that leads up to our house and it certainly isn’t the
address of the new Clothes Boutique. Well said!
- Kirsten Larson

I Loved Isabelle D’Este!!
So brave and fashionable!
We are the daughters of courage—oh how wonderfully fashionable and
adventurous! I loved the article submitted by Suzanne Wickon in the last
Gazette. It was well written, historical, informative, and motivating, of
course. I only wish that you published more articles like it, and I still wish
you would do more on the fashions.
Will you?
The brave, beautiful, fashionable women of this town would certainly buy a
publication that celebrated fashion and manners and such.
S i n c e r e l y ,
S o n j a
R o m a n a k o v

-Dr. J. Montoya, Curandera

SUZANNA WILSON – After many weeks of confinement
in their home on Lilac Avenue, Dr. J. Montoya finally took
down the sign that has been posted on the front porch
placing the entire household and staff under quarantine.

YOUR OPINION
Disagree with something reported? Have facts or proof that
were ignored? Do you have a
similar opinion as one of the
columnists? Don’t just sit at
home without weighing in and
letting the town know what you
think! Send in a letter to the
editor. Use regular paper and
stationary and send by post as
soon as you can.
Letters to the editor are printed
no matter what the viewpoint as
long as they are courteous and
legible to the editor! Please print
and sign with your name.
Send letters to:
Pleasantville Gazette
c/o Suzanna Wilson
8745 Tulip Ave
Pleasantville, DC 55461
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This was a cause for celebration throughout the house,
as it means the Parkingtons are completely recovered from
their bout with the influenza, and now they can leave the
house again.
“The first thing I’m going to do is go to the hair salon
and get my hair done,” said Rebecca Parkington over the
telephone, “my hair is a horrible ratty mess and I haven’t
had it done since the Proper School exams! I can’t wait to
go shopping in town square again and then go calling on
everyone.”
“They should be free and clear,” said Josefina, stopping
to chat on her rounds in town. “All the signs have passed
and everyone in the house seems to have come through
just fine without catching the flu themselves. Everyone can
go home now and don’t worry about the sickness spreading. I think it is gone now.”
Nevertheless, there are some that are still worried about
catching the influenza from a member of Parkington staff,

General Store?— Excuse me,
hello, but why is the General
Store closed AGAIN? We cannot
make da food we need to make
for da restaurant if we canna get
the spices we need to make the
chicken dumplings or da spicy
Chinese noodles.
I think someone else needs to
run the general store or they
need to just leave it unlocked so
we can come and get our spices
for da tofu.
Do we have any way to get
secret special pass to get in and
get spices for da soup and rice?
All da restaurant food is not
gonna taste so good with no
spices from da General Store so I
hope is fixed soon ok?
- Vera Purr
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Still Empty, Still Closed

Warm with a cold
cloud cover

When will the Clothes Boutique Open?
CLOTHES BOUTIQUE - The blinds are still down, the
door is still closed, and there are no signs of any fashion
stirring behind the blue and white and brown doors of the
new Clothes Boutique. Will it ever open? And what
would people like the most to be included in the new
shop? I spoke with Sonja Romanakov on the subject while
she worked at the store, sitting at her desk and waiting for
instruction from Miss Cristal (as Sonja called her) as to the
next step in opening this new establishment. “Miss Cristal
says that she is working very hard on ideas for this shop
and that no one should be so nosy about it!” Sonja said,
twirling a curl with a small finger. “She says that even if
people are nosy and rude, that just means that they are
interested, and that everyone will fall in love with this
shop the minute it opens! And that I’m not supposed to
s a y
a n y t h i n g
a b o u t
i t . ”
“I find Cristal’s reluctance to open right away highly
reasonable- after all, this sort of thing takes thought, and
would any of us really want to walk into an establishment
of Cristal’s that wasn’t completely and utterly perfect?”
Said Suzanne Wickon, speaking from the street as she
anxiously tried to defend her best friend Cristal.
Meanwhile, others in town are less happy about the length
of time before they can get their hands on the new fashions. They would like the shop to be open right away, as
they are very curious what it will be like.
“I really can’t wait for it to open and I wonder why it is
taking so long,” said Lisa DeVecamont at the bank. “I
mean I just wish I could go in there on my lunch break and
look around, you know? I really really need some new
clothes. I might just get photographed sometime wearing
something over again. Yikes.” Cristal herself is silent on
the subject of opening, besides re-iterating her previous
statements that the opening of the Clothes Boutique will be
a magnificent event in the town of Pleasantville that no one
will be able to ignore. She has grand plans of a scale that
our little town may not have seen before, but which is
customary for fashion boutiques in Europe or the big cities.
She would not tell me who or what fashion boutique she is
modeling hers upon, only that I would be very impressed.
And so we wait, walking past the new building with a
closed door and waiting and wondering what will be
contained within it when it finally opens to the public.
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“They should be free and clear!”

by Suzanna J. Wilson

To Edward Merriman and Suzanna Wilson— I am very concerned.
I fear that the Gazette may indeed be slanted towards always approving of
t
h
e
G
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
.
After all, isn’t the Gazette’s office in the Merriman’s General Store?
We may not be getting the “real news” at all! AND, Edward Merriman took
up the entire 4th page of the newspaper last week. Do explain.
Signed, Suspicious.
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Parkingtons out of Quarantine

Suspicions, Robbers and Daisy Street
B i as ed
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and that question Dr. Josefina’s decision to remove
the sign.
“I mean, how does she know?” Cristal Purr
muttered, “just because they look a little better and
are no longer mumbling about bunny rabbits
doesn’t mean they are completely better. What if
she lets them out and everyone in town gets sick!!”
The good news is that the Parkington sisters are
now able to get back to normal life, and the maids
and staff can return home.

Stay Informed: Read the Gazette!

The
Pleasantville
Gazette

The Pleasantville Gazette
Light of the valley — Bringing the news and opinions of citizens
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The Merriman General Store

Providing Goods and Supplies for Pleasantville
Corn * Oats * Beans * Coffee * Tea * Allspice * Ginger *
Thyme * Lemon-Pepper * Newspapers * Books *
Notepads * Gardening Supplies * Lentils * Salt * Flour *
Sugar * Sauce * Tea * Strawberry Jam * Blackberry Jam *
Blueberry Jam * Stationary * School Supplies * Fine
Furniture * Imported Goods * Clothes Soap * Lavendar
Face Soap * Homemaking Supplies * Much More!

Drop by our store and be greeted by friendly service from
members of the Merriman family and fine quality goods
imported from Europe, Asia and the Americas.

Always find what you need—and maybe more!

The Pleasantville Gazette is located at
the Merriman General Store - 9232 Daisy Street / Pleasantville, DC / 33561 - by phone: SEW—1

A perfectly normal
morning at the Parkingtons’ mansion was
ruined forever by a
vicious rampaging
llama set loose in town
that crept up the
highway to the Parkingtons’ beautiful
gardens and proceeded
to chew the roses, pull
up daisies and pansies,
sprinkle dirt all over
the porch and deck
furniture, and worst of
all, chewed on the
porch railings, leaving
marks that will be very
difficult to remove.
The Llama belongs to
the Montoya family
and usually resides in
the barn near their
ranch uptown, but on
this day it was in town
square due to some
errands and business
that one of the younger
Montoya girls was
doing.
Unbeknownst to her,
while she was buying
spices for her Mama,
the Llama pulled loose
of its leash (tied to the
doors of the bank) and
snuck around her to
reach the most delicious flowers in town
at the Parkingtons’
house. The Montoya
family could not be
reached for comment,
but Mr. James Hawkins
was indignant and
furious when I spoke to
him.
“This garden is my

Suzanna
Jane Wilson

WEEKLY

Gardens Ruined by
Rampaging Llama
SUZANNA WILSON -

EDITOR—

pride and joy,” he said,
looking sadly at the
ripped up flowers and
tulips lying across the
road. “I work for the
Parkington sisters as a
butler and valet, but my
one joy is also in being a
gardener for the family
and taking care of the
grounds. I would greatly
appreciate it if people
who own vicious animals
such as rampaging
Llamas would keep them
on a leash, as is stated in
the laws of the town, or if
they didn’t have them at
all. This garden received
first place two years in a
row in the Spring
Pleasantville Garden
Contest, and now I shall
not even HAVE a garden
to show in the contest
thanks to this animal and
its’ irresponsible owners.
I expect an apology.”
While the most damage
was done to the Parkingtons’, the Llama also
visited the gardens of
Mrs. Suzanne Wickon,
whose rose-bushes and
decorations were
awarded second place in
last years’ contest, and
the tulips and garden of
Miss Cristal Purr, who
was simply livid and
called for the Montoyas’
Llama to be jailed on the
spot.
No word from General
Wickon on punishment
for the Llama, but the
gardens are slowly being
replanted and repaired
by their owners.

Girl Stuck On Roof
by Suzanna J. Wilson
TOWN SQUARE – A
crowd of anxious family
members and lookers on are
gathered in town square
right now, pointing to the
roof of the town apartments
and talking amongst each
other.
Pauleen Wickon, daughter
of General John Wickon
and singing teacher Suzanne Wickon, is currently perched on the
roof of their house and refuses to come down.
The trouble started a few days ago when Suzanne was cooking a
tasty dinner and had the table all set and ready. She finished up
her meal, got it ready to serve, then called her husband in from his
post near the bank to eat Supper. Next, she poked her head out the
window to call upstairs to her daughter, Polly, and tell her that
dinner was ready.
Only instead of the usual response saying she was coming
downstairs soon, she didn’t hear anything except a bit of giggling.
Leaving her yummy meal sitting on the sideboard, getting cold,
she headed upstairs to see what her daughter was up to. When she
arrived in the upstairs bedroom, she looked around and noticed the
window open, the curtains fluttering in the breeze. Polly was
nowhere in sight. Worried now, she headed over to the window
and leaned out to see where Polly had gotten to.
S h e
w a s
o n
t h e
r o o f .
“Come and get me, mom – that is what she said to me!” Suzanne
told the gazette, standing in the crowd outside the apartments. “I
cannot believe she would do this to me. I am down to my last
nerve with worry. Why would she do this? And John refuses to
go
and
br ing
h er
down
h er e.”
Suzanne and the rest of the townsfolk are now gathered in the
square to try and find a way to get young Pauleen to come down.

Montoya Rancho —the Pleasantville Gazette
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Out and About
Photos from around Town

BAMBOO TERRACE
World-class fine cuisine for an elegant Pleasantville experience

Call for reservations: MMA—8

WICKON APARTMENT— Today, it is spring.
The sun shines brightly through my window as I
sip lemonade and take a dainty bite out of a blueberry muffin. Today, I shall read a book. As I walk
delicately upstairs to look through my husband’s
library, I do not expect to find inspiration in a
history book. No, my dear readers, I am taken by
surprise. The kind of surprise that sneaks up when
you least expect it! A history book you say? What
a droll old thing. Covered in dust and molting at
the edges. What could you possibly find interesting
in THAT? Isabella D’Este is my answer. A woman
of courage, ultimate elegance, and wit.
“Even as a young bride, Isabella was famous for her
intelligence, her beauty, her lovely singing voice,
and her brilliant conversation.” We are set in the

Comic Strip BY Nancy Merriman—The Pleasantville Gazette
Kaya’s Hunt Results —it appears that Kaya and Speaking
Rain are fully back from their trip and re-habituating their
cave in the hills near the Larson’s farm.
Yesterday they were both seen out in the forest picking
berries and lemons to cook for dinner.
Bike Crash— not paying attention to where she was going,
poor Laura Windmill crashed into the Larsons’ food stand
yesterday afternoon while trying to see Polly Wickon
perched on top of the town apartments. No one was hurt,
“just my pride” says Laura.
General Store Closed (again?) — The Merriman’s General
Store was open and selling things once again to the whole
towns’ delight, but it would appear that they have lapsed
back into their usual negligent state with no one to answer
the door when knocked. There is a new stock of Nafy’s
Jammies from what I hear, but no one will be able to buy it if
the
store
is
not
open
to
sell
it!
Room Available—Looking for a place to stay when visiting
town square? The Larson family has a guest room above
their barn that is open to weary travelers. Stay a night, pay
what you can. Enjoy fresh blankets, a warm barn, a comfy
cot and hot coffee!
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The Next Pleasantville Movie
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SPRING BLOOM

The Last One was Great—What’s Next?
ANGELICA ROMANAKOV – I’ve
been thinking lately that its about
time we all made another movie. I
know some other people feel the
way I do about it and so I was
wondering what kind of movie it
should be? Could we do a movie
about a circus coming to town?
What about a movie about the
Pleasantville County Fair?
I would love that! We could even
have the people with the Ferris
Wheel bring it back just for filming!
Or we could do something in the
Fall – the time of year when I think
Pleasantville looks the prettiest.
Maybe we could do one that had
some Masked Ball in it!
A lot of people moan and act all

CONFUSED PAUL WINDMILL
I was delivering the paper just a
little while ago to the Windmill
apartment, when I met Paul
Windmill, a rather confused fellow,
at his front door. I asked if he
would like a copy of the new paper
and he replied, saying “where’s the
dough around here?” Confused, I
decided to raise an eyebrow. After
looking through multiple “girl”
purses, Paul found a box of money
on top of the fireplace mantel,
saying “Oh hey, this must be
Angelica’s!” I was shocked as he
lifted down the box, opened it up
and proceeded to pay me money
from the box while saying goodbye. I can only hope that Paul was
exhausted to the point of unreasonable forgetfulness from his twomonth trip to the woods for a
“Winter Hunt.” I do think Angelica should be warned of this
incident, however!

tired whenever I bring up
making a new movie. I
was thinking about it and
I’m wondering why. It has
been so many years since
we all filmed “A Pleasantville Christmas.” And
wasn’t it fun? We all got to
dress up and act and come
up with neat ways to show
all the houses and shops to
people.
I guess it was a tiring
process for some people.
I’ve even heard some
people call the movie a
“hurricane” because it
made the town into such a
big mess. I suppose it did
get kinda messy, but don’t
you have to get a little
messy to be creative and
come up with anything
good?
I think a new movie would
be great fun and there are
so many story possibilities!
What do you think?
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Bull on the Loose — As soon as she returned home from
a tiring week treating people around Pleasantville,
Josefina walked through the gates to uptown and
encountered an unpleasant surprise—her nephew
Antonio running towards her and screaming, and
behind
him,
a
bull
on
the
loose.
She had expected to get a nice restful sleep to recover
from the quarantine at the Parkingtons’ house, but
instead she had to corner a violent bull and lead him
back into a secure pen on the Rancho’s property.
The bull had been up in the fields with Senor Montoya
and Senor Valasquez, and after bringing them back
down to the rancho had been forgotten about.
Antonio tried to run after the bull to capture it, but that
backfired and ended with the bull chasing Antonio
instead until Josefina approached the situation with a
calm head and managed to get the bull tethered and put
away. The Montoyas have now had two incidents with
animals running wild and out of control in one week.
Perhaps it is time to address this problem? Why do they
always have wild and dangerous rampaging around the
town, ruining gardens and endangering our doctor on
h
e
r
r
o
u
n
d
s
?
I would strongly advise staying away from the rancho
until they have all their animals put away safely
a n d
u n d e r
c o n t r o l .
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in
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Downtown

Polly Wickon risks her life climbing a two-story building

Where is our chief of police?

LARSON FARM
Have you seen the true signs of
Spring that are bursting into bloom all
over town? Near the Larsons’ farm,
rows of Cherry blossoms are in full
Spring glory. Take a walk and see!

The Grumpy Troll—
Where friends meet and hungry folks eat!

WILSON APARTMENT — As I gathered
up my three dogs to go for a walk, I heard
something outside my window. It sounded
like a big commotion, so I opened my door
to find out what in the world was going on.
There, faces struck with panic, I saw
Suzanne Wickon, Cristal Purr, and
Katharine Purr, all huddled together in the
middle of Town Square looking at something high up that I could not see. Leaving
Ruffles, who had just leapt up to lick my
face behind, I ventured forth to see what it
was that they were staring at. Just as I
passed the Sweet Shop, I saw what it was
that had those three so disturbed. Polly
Wickon- risking her life in an attempt to
climb the two-story apartment complex
shared by the Purrs and the Wickons. Polly
had a sour look on her face, and was
ignoring the constant pleas of her mother.
Seeing that these were not working,
Suzanne soon began to yell and shout at the
top of her voice. “Come DOWN here! You
will not embarrass me and my friends by
falling off that roof and making a scene.
How DARE YOU! Pauleen Wickon, get
down this INSTANT!” Still pretending to
be deaf, Polly continued to climb until she
was perched right between the two buildings. It was at about this time that I started
to wonder- why had Polly decided to climb
up there in the first place? Curious, I
watched to see what she would do now that
she had attained her goal. But she just sat
there, her head in her hands and a glum
expression on her face. It was only then
that I realized she was BORED. Bored after
risking your life? You’ll agree that sounds
incongruous. But she was bored alright,
and I had a feeling that it was this boredom
that had made her climb up the building in
the first place. Suzanne was now stomping
furiously back and forth across Town

Square, her nose twitching in irritation, her hands fluttering wildly at
her sides. I wondered at the mess her
daughter had ended up in, and what
her husband would say at the end of
the day.
But where was John Wickon anyway?
Wasn’t he supposed to be the one to
sort out exactly this type of situation?
Being General John Wickon Chief of
Police and all? But John was nowhere in sight. I sighed. It was most
likely he was at the Grumpy Troll
with a cup of coffee and several
Sweet Shop doughnuts in his hands,
even though his daughter was stuck,
by her own volition, on top of one of
the tallest buildings in Pleasantville.
Although the current situation was a
dangerous one, I thought little of
John’s absence, until it occurred to me
that he might still be having coffee
when something truly serious
happened! How does John get
notified of the Town’s problems
anyway? Do people call his cell
phone? What if he leaves his phone
at home one day? Perhaps that’s
exactly what had happened!
If we are going to have an efficient,
safe, law-abiding town, then we need
a better way to reach our police chief.
Perhaps a giant bell in the middle of
Town Square would be a wise
addition to our community. That
way we can all sleep well at night,
knowing that our police chief is easy
to reach if any trouble should appear.
What do YOU think Governor
Merriman? Send letters in on your
personal thoughts about this issue.
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