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by Suzanna J. Wilson

I was quite disturbed to read the news about Pauleen Wickon in the last edition
of the gazette. Sitting, bored on a roof for all of town square to see? Where
was her father, the chief of Police, as he styles himself? My dear Edward at
least was there in time to rescue the poor girl, with the help of Mr. Larson and
a ladder from his farm. Thank goodness that he happened to be striding
through town on his way to business and that he was able to rescue the poor
girl! I am now worried about the safety of our children. Who shall step forth
and fix this? I am hoping to come across an answer. Perhaps the ladies of the
town should form a society to look after our young girls and boys as they play?
I am always more secure for knowing that Mary, our governess, is looking after
my children, even when I am unable to.
- A worried and concerned Lily Merriman

Interview Suggestion - Re: Dangers in Downtown
Reading about the dangerous episode in which Polly Wickon precariously
climbed between two roofs, I wonder if you might consider interviewing
her for the Pleasantville Gazette. I would personally be greatly
interested to hear her side of the story to understand where in tarnation
the notion came into hear head. The paper has covered all the rest of the
parts of the story, so why not include her side of the events?
- Lara Larson

YOUR OPINION

Thank you to Josefina - Re: Parkingtons out of Quarantine
I would just like to give a special public thank you to Josefina, who helped our
whole household to recover after being very sick! It was truly dreadful case of
the flu, and we were all in bed sick for almost a month. Josefina stayed in the
house with us and gave us warm teas and kept us company for the whole time.
That is above and beyond the job of a doctor, which she explained to me is the
true reason why she calls herself a “curandera” rather than a doctor. She is the
one with the cure - a healer, not just one who fixes things. Thank you, dear!
- Samantha E. Parkington (and family!)

Excuse Me?! - Nancy Merriman’s Cartoon
I am writing to tell a Miss Nancy Merriman that I never gave her permission to
draw myself in a cartoon of her making! What is her intention; to have me the
laughing stock of the town? Young people these days. I tell you, this town is
going to the groundhogs. Now. Suzanna, my dear editor of this -so farrespectable newspaper, do me a favor and cut this cartoon nonsense from your
gazette. It will only make your costumers angry.
Sincerely, a Distressed Reader

Disagree with something
reported? Have facts or proof
a similar opinion as one of the
columnists?
Don’t just sit at home without
weighing in and letting the
town know what you think!
Send in a letter to the editor.
Use regular paper and
stationary and send by post as
soon as you can.
Letters to the editor are
printed no matter what the
viewpoint as long as they are
courteous and legible to the
editor! Please print and sing
with your name.
Send letters to:
Pleasantville Gazette
c/o Suzanna Wilson
8745 Tulip Ave
Pleasantville, DC 55461
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A Teacher Search
for our bright young gentlemen

LATEST ON BOYS’ SCHOOL - Rumor has it, and is quite correct
in assuming that a new school for the boys of Pleasantville is on the
town horizon. These young men deserve a high quality education,
and with your help I hope to do my very best to provide this for
them.
On Proper school afternoons, I would very much like to include the
boys in several classes. After a search for possible teachers, I have
reached the conclusion that the most effective inspirations for these
young gentlemen would most likely be our dignified and
experienced men! If you happen to be reading this and qualify as one
of the aforementioned experienced men, do please contact me at
your convenience to discuss how you could lend your services to
share these useful skills. Lessons ‘in the field,’ so to speak, would be
especially appreciated, as ‘hands on’ experience tends to be a
wonderful way of learning. You will find the class to be a bright
young set of gentlemen, who merely need proper instruction to
prepare them for healthy, happy, and productive lives. I do believe
that geography would be an important study, as would be
mathematics, farming, wilderness awareness, and possibly doctoring.
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Safety - girls sitting on roofs.
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SUZANNA WILSON - The posters can be seen all over
town - blue and with a mysterious blue and white mask
floating in a sea of deep blue feathers, no one yet knows
what the theme of this year’s Masked Ball might be.
Preparations can be seen all over town as the Sweet Shop
bakes larger batches of donuts and sweets than usual,
Bamboo Terrace works on special, deluxe entrees, and Mrs.
Wickon cooks up a storm, all getting ready for one of our
biggest events of the year.
The ball will take place at the Parkington’s mansion, as
usual, but Mrs. Wickon is not telling anyone what the
theme will be this year. It is probably safe to assume that it
will be blue though, as previous years have tended to match
the posters around town.
All over town, people are getting their gowns, costumes
and masks ready for the event. I purchased my costume a
few weeks ago and it is all ready in my closet for the arrival
of the ball.
Talk at calling hour and over tables at the Grumpy Troll is
focused on what people will dress up as this year, who is
coming to the ball (will Lavendar Fox, who has been staying
with the Merrimans for over a month, attend this year as

part of the Merriman’s party?), what the
food will be, and of course, what the theme
of the ball is this year.
“I just LOVE the Masked Ball!” Teresa Berg
exclaimed, speaking to me outside of her
class at Proper School with some other
young girls. “It is so proper and so
fashionable and has so much to look forward
to!” When asked what her favorite part of
the Masked Ball was, she answered quickly
“Oh... I would say the costumes, food, and
the dancing! Oh and the prizes!”
Stay tuned for a wrap-up of the party when
it is completed. *

Government Meeting?- I’m glad to
hear the Government is changing. Is there
going to be a government meeting
soon? If so, will you make sure to
report on it? I’m very curious to see
if the format of our town government
will change at all, and if we are ever
going to hold elections for changing
roles of officials and giving these jobs
to fresh faces.
No offense to
Governor Merriman at all, I think he
is an excellent governor, but I do
believe that communities grow better
when the people in charge serve their
time and then change places with
someone new who has different or
contrasting ideas. This way we can
keep people interested in how
government works as well.

WEATHER Chance of
Thunderstorms
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New Numbers in Town
Square Replace Addresses
The Merriman General Store
Providing Goods and Supplies for Pleasantville
Corn * Oats * Beans * Coffee * Tea * Allspice * Ginger *
Thyme * Lemon-Pepper * Newspapers * Books *
Notepads * Gardening Supplies * Lentils * Salt * Flour *
Sugar * Sauce * Tea * Strawberry Jam * Blackberry Jam *
Blueberry Jam * Stationary * School Supplies * Fine
Furniture * Imported Goods * Clothes Soap * Lavendar
Face Soap * Homemaking Supplies * Much More!

Our young girls have received such lovely knowledge from their
classes at Pleasantville Manners Academy, and it would be so very
lovely to see our young men receiving their own quality education.
They may begin their studies a short while after they should have, but
is perhaps one of those things that is better late than never. It will be
delightful to see these boys getting the chance to learn from skilled
teachers, and to spend time visiting with each other while they
learn. Applications for admittance to this new school will be available
at the next Proper School class where I hope to fill a long list.
Once again, finding the teachers necessary to bring the best out in
Drop by our store and be greeted by friendly
our boys continues to be a tidy search. If you feel that you have a
service from members of the Merriman
skill that might benefit these studies, I would be more than happy to family and fine quality goods imported from
speak to you about it. Do please let me know, either by way of a
Europe, Asia and the Americas.
phone call or a house visit if you are interested in a position!
Always what you need - and maybe more!
- Rebecca Parkington

THE PLEASANTVILLE GAZETTE IS LOCATED AT
THE MERRIMAN GENERAL STORE * 1222 MARKET SQUARE / PLEASANTVILLE, DC / 55461 * BY PHONE: SEW-1

houses previously did not
SUZANNA WILSON As was discussed at several have any specific house or
mailing address so they are
times by the government
quite pleased to officially be
and community, the
numbers on the houses in identified.
Town Square have long been The second new street that
a source of confusion among was invented by Governor
people trying to write their Merriman is for the winding
business and home addresses dirt road up to the Larson’s
on letters and bills. For one cabin, which is now called
thing, several houses have “Pleasant Hill Road” rather
than the previous “Daisy
moved positions and
Street” when the Larson’s
switched orders, and for
house was the only
another thing, several
permanent building
people have been using
incorrect house numbers for downtown.
Market Square does NOT
years with no attempt at
include the town
fixing it.
In a move which is causing apartments, however, which
still reside on Tulip Avenue,
praise and good will
the street that comes down
amongst his citizenry,
Governor Merriman took into town from the Uptown
matters into his own hands Highway. Along Tulip Avenue
yesterday by assigning new are the Chen and Wilson
apartments, the Purr family
house numbers to the
buildings in town square as apartment and the hair
well as creating two brand salon, and the Wickon family
new street names for our apartment as well as the train
expanding business district. station on the outskirts of
All of the houses with new town.
numbers beginning in “1” “I hope that this manages to
are currently along a new clear up some confusion for
people and to help them
circular street called
become truly established in
“Market Square.” This
this town and our
includes the sweet shop,
geography,” Governor
general store, bamboo
Merriman said about the new
terrace, grumpy troll,
changes. “It is just not right
grumpy troll apartment,
to have lived in a place with
clothes boutique, clothes
boutique apartment, bank no address. Now everyone
belongs here.”
and food stand. These

EDITOR Suzanna Jane
Wilson
WEEKLY

Fall Trends and Styles
by Suzanna J. Wilson

CLOTHES BOUTIQUE - Cristal
Purr has been busy at work ever
since her new Clothes Boutique
opened back in May. She is
surrounded by books full of fabric
swatches and fashion magazines
from various countries overseas and
the fashion stores of New York as we chat in her apartment downtown.
“The Fall fashions are quite accessible this year,” she says, demurely, while
sipping a cup of tea. “They involve velvet fabrics and brocade trim. Most
people will have access to these fabrics. I have described them very clearly
and illustrated them for all to see if they visit the Clothes Boutique to see
what the latest styles and fashions are.”
Cristal says that her Clothes Boutique has more functions than simply as a
retail store where clothing can be purchased already made. “You can always
make your own versions of the fashions,” she adds, “if you only follow the
guidelines and purchase the right fabrics and accessories from the boutique.
We also encourage people to choose a style and order a dress custommade. If you know what colors and style you want, just call our store and
place an order! It may be a bit pricier, but the result is a beautiful,
fashionable dress that is made without you sacrificing things in your life to
have the time to sew yourself a fashionable dress.”
Also in style this year are fur trims on hats, accentuated by items from the
natural world.
“Yes - Fall foliage is actually very IN on hats if they are used as adornments
to a small, velvet, fur-lined fascinator. Be creative!” Cristal finishes with a
smile and a toast. The fashions will be here through January 1st.

Cristal’s Clothes Boutique - the Pleasantville Gazette
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Out and About
Photos from around Town

BAMBOO TERRACE

World-class fine cuisine for an elegant Pleasantville experience

Call for reservations: MMA - 8

COMIC STRIP BY NANCY MERRIMAN
- THE PLEASANTVILLE GAZETTE
Children Return Home - The many children that have been held in John
Wickon’s “jail” outside town (which is actually a treehouse) have all been
returned to their homes and parents to be disciplined after various small
crimes. Also returned to their homes are the Larson’s chickens, which were
arrested in the Spring for wandering town square.
Weather Warning - Mr. Larson has been consulting his
farmer’s almanac and issued a bit of a warning regarding
severe weather that may be approaching. He said that his
almanac indicates strong thunder storms and lots of rain
coming our way, which could cause flooding in some areas.
“Just be prepared for wind or possible floods.” He said.
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FALL WINDOWS

chocolate mocha. That’s
my favorite. Francisca
made up the recipe when
she was still working here
and it is still very popular.”
Next door at Bamboo
Terrace, Alexandra Chen
and Ji-Li Xiang are also
eager to discuss their Fall
specials. They have full
dishes of Fall food, rather
than drinks.
“Our Fall special is called
“Curried Crabs” and is a
special spicy dish featuring
fresh crab from our
restaurant,” Ji-Li said,
enthusiastically. “It is very
very good and full of bursts
SINGING LESSONS DOWNTOWN of yummy flavor.”
Have you ever wished to learn how “It also looks really good
to sing or to develop your singing
and features a lot of pretty
ability with expert lessons and
Fall colors,” Alexandra
coaching? Suzanne Wickon, (singing added, proudly.
A little boys’ outfit titled “Lad of the Alps” takes
instructor, opera singer and recipient Check these specials out
front window space at the Clothes Boutique
of Pleasantville’s “Miss Pleasantville” the next time you are
downtown and looking for downtown as it blends nicely with the Fall colors
award with prizes in talent and
something yummy.
outside in the square.

SUZANNA WILSON - When the
weather turns chilly and cold and all the
leaves begin to turn and fall, our
restaurants are busy getting ready for
more business by introducing Fallthemed food and drink for a change of
menu. At the Grumpy Troll, Angelica
Romanakov is busy stocking up on
cinnamon, apples and pumpkin for
several Autumn drinks that she says will
be very popular. “The Pumpkin Spice
latte is always very popular because it’s
just a classic!” She says excitedly, cutting
up bits of pumpkin and smiling. “I also
have a cinnamon coffee, which is a little
cheaper and closer to a regular black
coffee, and then I have a caramel

CLOTHES BOUTIQUE

speech) is now offering private
lessons from her fashionable home in
town square. Students are
encouraged to practice before
coming to a first lesson, and should
also be prepared to put in substantial
practice time at home between
lessons.
Suzanne teaches opera, musical
theater, folk songs, scales and
arpeggios and much, much more.
She is also offering coaching for
students learning recitations or other
spoken-word performance pieces to
help refine and perfect their oratorial
skills. Call for more information.

The
The
Grumpy
Grumpy
Troll
Troll
-Where
Where
friends
friends
meet
meet
andand
hungry
hungry
folks
folks
eat!eat!
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Sewing Circle News - The ladies
sewing circle is looking to form up again
and start their weekly sewing sessions,
says Lily Merriman, the president of the
sewing circle society. The group of ladies
met every week for several years at
different households of their members,
sewing dresses, bags, hats, crafts and
other projects while making polite
conversation about things and enjoying
each others’ company.
It has been several years since the society
met, however, and the ladies are all
getting excited about starting up their
meetings again. Lily Merriman is
expecting to announce a schedule and reorganize the members very soon. She
would like everyone to know that all
ladies of town are invited, as well as their
oldest daughter. The only requirement to
attend is that you have a project in mind
or already started which you will attend
to during the meeting, rather than
someone showing up merely to talk and
eat the refreshments.
The society is definitely for those who
want to work on their sewing or their
current crafting projects, not for idle
gossips, Lily Merriman is sure to clarify.
It is a meeting for those who are looking
for a pleasurable way to spend their hours
of busywork that is required of a good
housewife as she provides her household
with quality linens, clothing, curtains and
crafts.
Yoga Classes - Start your day with more
energy by attending one of Bamboo
Terrace’s morning programs. Since they
are open for lunch and dinner only, in the
morning pilates and yoga classes are
offered by Alexandra Chen and her
assistants. Stretch out and get more
energy. Call for information.

Postal Service Up and Running - After a few months
of confusion over who owns and operates the Post Office,
it is back up and running with Laura Windmill back in her
role as postmistress of Pleasantville. The Parkington
Sisters had previously been running the Post Office
uptown, but recently gave it up in favor of more teaching
opportunities.
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Can’t sell fish

Be Nicer People!
Atonmy Cave- I woke up yesterday

morning all happy, bright eyed, and
squirrel-tailed. (Laura said that would be
a good beginning for an article.) I went
about making my breakfast of corn mush
and berry cakes with the idea of selling a
good catch of fish in town square that
day. “People will want to buy my fish!” I
told Speaking Rain. (Laura said I should
include some people talking to
eachother.) “No,” she said, “I need to
keep scraping these bear skins.” So. I left
the cave with my backpack of arrows,
sling-shots, and rocks, plus a bag stinky
with fresh caught wrigglies. The forest
was calm that morning, so I made it to
the town square in good time. When I
got there, I set up my mats and fish as
usual, and went ahead and began to yell,
“FRESH FISH FOR SALE!” I was only
able to shout this twice, because this
cranky lady came over from the house
across the street and started telling me
that, “I was blocking her
property!” (More talking people.) I said I
was sorry, but I had gotten there first.
She didn’t like that. All in a flurry of
pink, feathers, and a floppy bit of
headwear, she ran as fast as her heels with
chunks on the bottom could go. I never
thought for one second that she would
leave it at that. (Here’s the suspense.)
And I was right! About half an hour
later, I saw Mr. Merriman and Mr. Larson
walking towards me. I saw no Cristal
Purr in sight, but I knew she was behind
it all. Mr. Merriman was looking very
confident in himself, and Mr. Larson
looked a bit sheepish. (Do sheep really
look like that?) Mr. Merriman began to
wheedle a little politic- right-excuse to

me about how I should move, but Mr.
Larson told me the straight and non
curving truth. “I’m sorry Kaya, but
you’re gonna have to move.You’re sitting
right in front of Cristal’s clothes
boutique, and well... we all know what
Cristal’s like!” He laughed and winked,
making me feel that he was still on my
side. I said, “Okay Mr. Larson, guess we
don’t want that little fur ball getting mad
and not reelecting Mr. Merriman for
Governor. I’ll move now.” Mr. Governor
looked sheeplike himself then, as he sort
of shuffled off towards the Grumpy Troll.
(For a drink?) Then, once I was
relocated, Suzanna newspaper Wilson
came up to me and said I should write an
article on my unfair treatment. I felt my
funny bone was in a good mood, so I
went over to Laura’s house and asked her
to help me write this for you. I don’t
know how many people will read this,
but if you do, think about if you live
around nice people. Do you live in an
unfriendly town, as I thought when
Cristal yelled at me? Or do you live in a
nice town with Mr. Larsons around to be
your friend? Or do you live in a town
where the Governor is always trying to
do the RIGHT thing, and not the best
thing? (Sometimes Laura says I might be a
good politics-lady, what do you think?
HA.) So you live in a town with these
people. And you can’t sell fish where you
wanna. What you gonna do? Hope people
are nicer I guess! Just depends what you
want ta be like- Cristal, Mr. Merriman,
Mr. Larson (or me?) But I think you
should be more of a Mr. Larson type
folk. That way you’ll get and keep REAL
friends. (Laura said I should end with a
moral.) What do YOU think? -Kaya
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