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by Suzanna Wilson

Butchers, Watchers and Dirty Clothes
Bring in your Meat- I’m the New Butcher!
Hey ya’ll, bring in your meat and I’ll take care of it for you in
the back room, if you know what I mean. LOL
Seriously though, let me take those pigs and that extra cow off
your hands, all for a moderate fee of course… LOL
Cya soon, Celine W.

Laundry Service - One of the Worst Decisions to Get Rid of it
Whoever decided to end the laundry service made a
dreadful error. I am distraught when I find myself, gown
in one hand, with the urge to throw it out the window and
in to the laundry box. What I am to do with it?? It has
thrown off my daily life, and I need to see a solution!
Signed, Confused over Clothes

Loving the Lady — Huzzah!
I simply MUST say how extremely delighted I am to see the
Pleasantville Lady returned to the Gazette! My goodness,
what a difference it makes in this newspaper to have such a
quality publication included! Everyone I know finds
immense value in reading about the fashions and the
household advice. The Gossip Column by Suzanne Wickon
leaves me in stitches every time and I simply can’t stop
smiling and giggling to myself while reading it. Please
continue including the Lady forever and ever! - Pleased
Being Watched - Say goodbye to privacy
Has anyone noticed how creepy it is that the Wickon-Purr
apartments have chairs and a table looking down at Town
Square from their rooftop? I was just walking by recently
when I looked up to see Polly Wickon staring down at me.
Totally freaked me out. Beware all you passersby, you’re
being watched!
Signed, Weirded Out

YOUR OPINION
Disagree with something
reported? Have facts or
proof a similar opinion
as one of the columnists?
Don’t just sit at home
without weighing in and
letting the town know
what you think! Send in
a letter to the editor. Use
regular paper and
stationary and send by
post as soon as you can.
Letters to the editor are
printed no matter what
the viewpoint as long as
they are courteous and
legible to the editor!
Please print and sign
with your name.
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The next flood or windstorm could be worse

COURTHOUSE - People in
Pleasantville, although pre-occupied
with their various projects and home
renovation difficulties, are curious what
the Government has been doing lately.
Mayor Merriman sat down to chat about
the progress we are making at the
courthouse.
“I’m so pleased with how active the
community is becoming with the new
food system and integrating it into daily
life,” Edward Merriman commented,
happily, “it shows definite signs of
success, although there are still areas we
need to develop. I’ve heard murmers of
new businesses starting up soon in town
square, which is also a wonderful sign of
economic growth. We’re soon going to be

heading into our second official growing
season. I’m hoping to call a town council
meeting as soon as possible so we can
sort out when to hold the next election,
sheriff’s duties, various building and
zoning issues and other such items, but
currently everyone seems a little too busy.
Hopefully we’ll get to that soon. Also, I
hear there are some infrastructure things
as well - both the Larson’s and the
Montoya’s will probably need bridges.”

Restaurants? Help? - I am a
busy professional who doesn’t
have enough time to make my
own breakfast before heading
to work, let alone lunch and
dinner. Pleasantville used to
have several restaurants so a
hungry person could always
get a bite to eat on the go, but
now all the restaurants are
closed and abandoned, as if
they are closed for good? Is
this true? Where did all of the
restaurant owners go together,
on vacation?
Signed, Hungry and Annoyed

WEATHER Unseasonably
warm temps
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LARSON FARM - With the recent chaotic activity in
town and flooding at the Montoya’s usually sturdy rancho,
the weather in town begs the question - are you prepared
in case of natural disaster at your home?

Fire: In case of fire, the most important thing is to have
water readily available, or a fire hydrant. Douse the fire as
soon as you find out where it is - even the largest fires start
small. However, you should call the fire department
(Sheriff Wickon and his deputy) as soon as possible to alert
them of your distress before attempting to put out the fire
yourself. Remove yourself and your family from the
house immediately, taking only things of immense value
with you.
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Government Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Flood: If you are in a flood danger zone (anywhere in the
flow path of a river or lake), then you should always have
plenty of shelves and an upstairs where you can carry
things as soon as there is word of flooding. Usually two or
three feet of water won’t matter much if you can get
everything off the floor. Get your family to higher ground
and wait for the water to recede.
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The Merriman General Store
Providing Goods and Supplies for
Corn * Oats * Beans * Coffee * Tea * Allspice *
Ginger * Thyme * Lemon-Pepper * Newspapers
* Books * Notepads * Gardening Supplies *
Lentils * Salt * Flour * Sugar * Sauce * Tea *
Strawberry Jam * Blackberry Jam * Blueberry
Jam * Stationary * School Supplies * Fine
Furniture * Imported Goods * Clothes Soap *
Lavendar Face Soap * Homemaking Supplies *

Wind: In the case of high winds, you should make sure
that all of your windows are able to close securely and are
Drop by our store and be greeted by
covered in heavy draperies or curtains. In the care of
friendly service from members of the
severely high winds in your area, you should look into
Merriman family and fine quality
creating an underground storm shelter where you and
your family can go. This should be stocked with food and goods imported from Europe, Asia
and the Americas.
supplies for several weeks in case it takes a while for the
winds to die down. Best of luck to you!

THE PLEASANTVILLE GAZETTE IS LOCATED AT
THE MERRIMAN GENERAL STORE * 1222 MARKET SQUARE / PLEASANTVILLE, DC / 55461 * BY PHONE: SEW-1

WEEKLY

Families Displaced Chaotic Town Square
SUZANNA WILSON There has never been
so
much
mass
disruption
in
the
usually serene town of
Pleasantville. Today
there
are
several
families
displaced,
without homes, and
seeking refuge in
other
peoples’
apartments
and
homes while they wait
for their homes to
return. Why is there
so much chaos in
town
right
now?
Thank the cleaner.
Thanks
to
Lisa
DeVecamont’s tidying
services, the whole of
Pleasantville has been
turned upside down
as family by family,
household
by
household, they go
through
all
their
belongings,
empty
their houses and move
their
things
into
storage
while
renovations
take
place. The Parkington
family has actually
moved out of their

mansion on Lilac
avenue, as they await
new
wallpapering,
new electrical wiring,
new fireplaces, new
flooring and many
more updates to their
home
that
they
decided upon while
tidying their large
abode.
Meanwhile,
the
Larson
family
of
Rainbow Farms has
completely
vacated
their farm, moved into
temporary
housing,
put
all
their
belongings in storage
and have demolished
their old cabin with
Mr. Larson cheerfully
explaining that they
will soon be building
another, better one on
a hill over the river.
Not a word on how
long such a project
may take, but the
Larson’s are open to
accepting the charity
of their neighbors as
they await their new
house. More will be
reported soon.*

Flood at Montoya’s
by Suzanna J. Wilson
MONTOYA RANCHOAfter
months
of
snowfall
and
cold
temperatures
around
town, there was a
sudden thaw last week
that left everyone in
complete surprise - the
river by the Montoya’s
rancho, Lake St. Peter,
instantly
overflowed
and flooded onto the
flat plains near their
house, invading their
home with water and debris as the river continued to rise
and swell. Luckily the Montoya’s are used to this type of
danger and were able to save most of their belongings by
moving them to higher ground or up onto shelves or
upstairs rooms in their household.
“We are fine, no problem,” said a clearly shaken Dolores
Montoya outside her door, “this happens all the time and it
is no big deal. Just a little bit of a wakeup call when
everything suddenly starts floating away!”
No further flooding has been reported at this time.

Lisa Tidying - the Pleasantville Gazette
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Tending and Feeding your Livestock

Out and About
Photos from around Town

BAMBOO TERRACE
World-class fine cuisine for an elegant Pleasantville
experience
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By Anders Larson
LARSON FARM - Howdy folks! I got many a nice note
from you all after my last column about fishing and
hunting - I’m so tickled that there are so many folks who
are as excited about these things as I am. Anyhow, I got a
few requests for other columns, so here we go! This week
I’m going to chat about how to feed your animals. Lots of
folks seem to be raising animals for the first time in their
lives, and that’s great! But if you don’t know the first thing
about how to take care of them, listen up. Here are some
easy tips to help y’all out.
Cows, Goats and Horses: Horses and cows are mighty fine animals. If you’re looking to keep them happy
though, make sure they have lots of warm hay to sleep on, as well as to eat. Feed cows and horses with fresh
green things - wheat, hay, lettuce, oats. They do best when they can eat grass, but corn will sometimes do.
As for goats, trust me, they’ll eat anything if it stands still long enough. But they’ll do best and produce
more milk if you feed them regular like the horses and cows. They can also eat squash.
Chickens and other Birds: Chickens are easy as pie to take care of - they just love corn and can eat it from
sun up to sun down. Give ‘em nice hay to lie in, and feed ‘em corn kernels or straight off the cob.
Pigs: sweet little animals if you treat ‘em right. They need a steady diet of slops, which are basically
leftovers from your table. Good for you, this also counts as a feed box, so feed them the leftovers from your
meals, combined with milk and beans. They’ll love you for it, and Mother Nature will be happy, too!
Good luck, friends!
Mending Business Thrives - Ana Valasquez, who
owns a small personal mending business run
from her home, has noticed a tremendous uptick
in her services being required over the last few
weeks as customers flock to her to get their
dresses repaired. She is surprised and pleased.
Montoyas Leave - The Montoya family is
planning a trip away from Pleasantville as they
head back to Mexico City. Josefina is going back
for further studies in medicine with her aunt, and
Tomas and Ana Velasquez and their two boys will
be going to visit their friends and relations. The
Montoya family has roots in Mexico City and
travels there fairly regularly for family reasons as
well as business transactions and education.
Larson Farm Rebuilding - The Larson’s cabin is
currently in the process of reconstruction and the
river is being re-routed. No further news.
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MUSIC

By Suzanna Wilson
With so much changing
and adjusting all over
town, there are many
people who are looking
for work, as well as
others who are looking
to hire. Recently, Megan
Ryder quit her job as a
ladies’ maid at the
Parkington's
mansion
and has taken up a new
job, employed by the
General Store, running
the food rounds and
pickup for the town.
Celine Windmill, also
typically jobless, now
works for the General

Pleasantville and our neighboring city.
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Cleaning Queen
A Chat with Tidying Expert Lisa DeVecamont

Store as town butcher.
Happy endings abound.
The Merriman house is
looking for a scullery
maid to work under
their
current
housekeeper,
Mary
Stuart. There is potential
for someone to be hired
as a trash collector.
There may be further
e m p l o y m e n t
opportunities as other
jobs get more firmly
established.
Are you currently
SEASIDE HOUSE
looking to employ or be William Merriman plays his violin in
the Merriman's now-clean and
employed?
organized house.

- WANTED One, able-bodied young
worker capable of cooking,
cleaning, washing dishes,
dusting, serving at table, feast
preparation, etc.
Household servant with
minimal but sufficient wage.
Call 450-F to apply.
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Ball in Linconville - It is rare these days for
Pleasantvillians to have the chance to get
dressed up and head to a party or ball, since
none of the regular hostesses seem to be up to
the task these days. However, for those who
simply can’t go another day without a dance,
there is a public ball being held in Lincolnville
next week, which is open to everyone and they
have extended an invitation to our little town
to attend as well. So if you have been waiting
for a chance to break out that new pair of heels
or try on a new dress, or you simply can’t
remember the last time you danced the tango,
you can purchase a ticket to Lincolnville at the
train station and dance the night away.
There is an age limit of 10 and up on this ball,
but besides that you may come as long as you
are in formal wear, a valid train ticket, and a
good attitude for happy relations between

The Grumpy Troll Where friends meet and hungry folks eat!

on living a more organized life
GRUMPY TROLL - Lisa
DeVecamont has been
transforming our town with her
cleaning and tidying service.
Many of the families in town
have benefited from her services.
I sat down to ask her some
questions about her work.
PG: What is it that you have
been helping people with?
LD: I’ve been helping people to
start the new year right - with a
clean house full of things that
bring each individual joy. I’m a
tidying expert, something that is
clearly in demand here in
Pleasantville, as my schedule
shows.
PG: Why is it important for
people to tidy?
LD: Tidying not only makes life
easier, i.e. finding the shoes you
misplaced, or not tripping over a
pile of books; it sets your life in
order going forward and shows
what is really important to you.
I’ve had several clients make
complete career changes or full
on moves after helping to clean
their houses.
PG: Has this been a challenge?
What was the hardest part?
LD: It has definitely been
challenging at points, but always
worth the time and effort.
Sometimes differences in

personality can be a very tough
obstacle to overcome, although
the people who were hardest to
work with were often not the
ones I assumed would be. I was
surprised by this discovery.
SW: Do you have plans for the
New Year, and are they
ambitious and new, or tried and
true?
LD: A very good question, and
one I will have a better answer
for when I have the time to tidy
my own apartment and examine
my own life going forward! But I
would definitely like to keep up
my exercise regime, jogging and
yoga, and new friendships with
families throughout Pleasantivlle
that I have gained through this
experience.
SW: Is there something you
wish you could change about
the way people keep house
around here? What is it?
LD: I wish I could change the
idea around here that you should
“keep everything little thing
because it might be useful one
day.” That is the number one
way to clutter up your house
with things you don’t enjoy, and
it can really hinder your life goals
and direction. Keep only what
you love, and what adds sparkle
to your life and happiness.

Pleasantville
Gazette
The Editorial Staff
Today’s newspaper included
the following guest writers

Suzanna Wilson
Lisa DeVecamont
Edward Merriman
Anders Larson

Pleasantville Lady
Anonymous Sources

Sponsorship
Businesses that have
supported this edition of the
Gazette with their
advertising:

Bamboo Terrace
The Grumpy Troll
Pleasantville Gazette
Merriman General
Store

Thanks
The following people helped
make this newspaper
possible:

Lisa DeVecamont
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The Latest Town Gossip
Written by Suzanne Wickon
Special Correspondent
We live in a town that is corrupt, shady, and sometimes so odd that one
might have dreamed it up. Why only yesterday, I went in to the Court
House to see the mayor (who has skipped through three years with NO
Election process, which he promised to hold every January,) when what
did I find but a baby cradle filled to the brim with dreadful whiskey
bottles! Corn was strewn across the floor, and a pile of maple syrup
bottles sat sadly in the corner, as if to say, “what am I to do in this sad
state of government affairs during the affliction of our new food
system?” But that is not all my dear readers, oh no it is not. Elinor
Wilson lives in a sniveling dog house while her sister, Suzanna, rakes in
the dough. Rebecca Montoya is related to the “Troll Family” as she calls it, and smells trash cans for fun.
Kirsten Larson leaves secret cryptic messages in mysterious places, quite possibly for some criminal league, and
Lisa Devecamont the supposed vegetarian, eats bear meat with butter for breakfast.
Felicity Merriman poisons her tarts so that callers will fall down dead before they can comment about her lack
of preparation for the English Court, Andres Montoya goes to jail on a daily basis, and Anders Larson’s
conversation is so dull, that he has started speaking to tomatoes since no one else wants to listen to him.
Creme Devecamont wishes that Sonja Romanakov was her “real” sister so badly that she has disowned Lisa as a
relation and is no longer on speaking terms with her, Angelica Romanakov’s dream is to live in a paper house,
Francisca Montoya is a little chicken who only eats corn, and I fear there has been a major row at the Merriman
household, why Lily Merriman was seen knocking at the Larson’s door ‘round midnight looking for a place to
stay, perhaps indefinitely!! ( Too bad the Larsons have no home anymore, and instead live like heathens among
the moss and wild fowl of the forest.) Even Suzanna Wilson has taken to oozing through town, occasionally
falling face forward in the mud from pure laziness. That, my dear readers, is the state of our dear little
Pleasantville, I’m afraid.
Yours Sincerely, Suzanne Wickon
Write letters to Mrs. Wickon:
8749 Tulip Avenue
Pleasantville, DC 55461

Fashion Preview

NEW COLUMN! By Special Correspondent - “Pink Pearl”
TOWN SQUARE: An update on our style watch for the Spring. Spring is
getting closer and closer, and as such we’ve received some more news about the
styles for the Spring. However, it should be noted that these must not be worn until it is actually Spring!! Save
your new wardrobe to debut on April 1st, no sooner.
What you should have: Bright pinks are still going to be popular, as well as vibrant lemon yellow. Puffed
sleeves, as we mentioned before, are IN, not out. Get rid of those skinny sleeves and let in the pouf again!
Along with these, this Spring it’s going to be quite fashionable to wear lovely bonnets again, so get out your
supplies and deck out your headwear. For moderns, you will definitely be needing a snazzy jumpsuit, and
lightweight, airy and feminine polka-dot blouses are an absolute must if you don’t want to be shunned.
What you should get rid of: skinny sleeves, dark colors, pearls of any kind.
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Fashionable Things To Do:
Write new, lighter, more flexible recipes

Keep your pets warm; make them clothes!

Make a new gown - old ones are so dull!

Organize your papers

Acting

Luncheon with Friends

Beautiful, lush window curtains

Faberge and Russian antiques

Play polite card games

Perfume (real, European scents!)

Things that are Not Fashionable:
Skinny sleeves

Dining In

Not responding to letters

Stripes

Hunting and fishing - what are you, an oaf?

Apple tea

Pumpkin anything

Using the same old recipes

Raising livestock - smelly AND messy!

Pearl necklaces

The State of Style

NEW COLUMN! By Special Correspondent - “Little Black Dress”
TOWN SQUARE: It is so important to pay attention to your attire as you go
about business in town square, whether it be to visit a friend or buy some
groceries. People are watching, and what you wear matters. Don’t be the person
who wears colors that clash. Take the time to choose a matching purse and
shoes, especially when Spring is just around the corner and snow will no longer
be covering up your footwear ladies!! Also, wearing pajamas in public, even
when you attempt to cover them up with a long coat is an absolute no no, as I hope you’ll agree. This lack of care and
it’s negative impact on your public image should be obvious. Try to always looks your best, no matter if what you plan
to do for the day is important or your daily duty. When in doubt, dress up..

Best Look: The kind that looks effortlessly chic. A slightly fancier casual dress of camel with black and
smoky green accents. A fur shoulder coat, and a hat to match with a dangling black tassel. Neck adorned
with a reserved diamond necklace and hair styled with feathers and a black and white jeweled clip. My
one complaint is to drop the bright pink purse. You may love it, but that is the wrong sort of of fashion
statement to be making, and it shows to your friends that you are forgetful and sloppy in your dress!
Worst Look: The kind that says, “I’m colorblind and don’t know what season or holiday it is.” Light pink
sweater, hot pink mini skirt, red and white polka-dotted sock hopper shoes and a fuzzy hairstyle. An exact
example of wearing to many shades of one color! Polka-dots may be in, but red and pink together never
have been, and never will be fashionable. Also, decide whether you are dressing for spring, or winter. Not
a combo.
My parting advice: Dress with class and care. Which leaves the state of our style versus Lincolnville….
Negative numbers mean worse than Lincolnville, positive numbers mean better.
Current Rating of our style vs. Lincolnville’s: - 2
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Mrs. Merriman’s Household
Management Column
My dear readers - now that we have all had the opportunity finally- to clean the dust of the holiday season from every corner
of our homes and to fix all of the things that were cluttering our
lives, it is time to get back into the rhythm and pace of a beautiful
and organized lifestyle. This includes our traditional and regular
social gatherings - town council meetings, school days, shopping, meals at restaurants, calling
hour, and of course, the meeting of the Ladies’ Sewing Circle.
For some people, a sewing circle is a lovely haven of creativity and an opportunity to slow
down enough to work away at a project that has sadly fallen to the wayside of the busy paths
which we call our lives - usually difficult to work into our already full and energetic lives.
However, for others I have heard that hosting a sewing circle can give them tremors of fear
- the pressure of having all the ladies in town over to one’s house, to see inside, to judge their
decorations, their cooking, their hostessing?
My dear ladies - it is my greatest wish that you should not feel these things when
contemplating inviting your friends and other polite and decent ladies into your home. But of
course, I can understand the social pressures of hostessing better than most, as I constantly
have duties of opening my home to stranger as wife of the Mayor of Pleasantville. So here are
my tips for you - to make it easier and more pleasant to host a social gathering.
First, you must let everyone know a definite time and place for the meeting. There is
nothing worse than ladies dribbling or trickling into a meeting, or even worse, missing it
entirely because you were neglectful in this department! Send out individual invitations, or go
and call on each member to personally invite them. Next, you must clean your home. Do
not feel pressured to clean your entire home, but merely the areas which will be frequented by
your guests. Clean these and remove all items which are not strictly necessary to the event.
Too many pieces of furniture get in the way, become messy, and will make you worried that
someone shall knock into them and ruin your household in the process. To avoid this, line the
walls with seating areas. Benches, chairs, sofas, so there is more than enough seating for
everyone you are expecting. Several small tables may be included, to hold tea services and
small appetizers and sweets for your guests. Everything else should be removed. This will
give you and your guests a valuable peace of mind. For believe it or not, it is embarrassing to
be a guest that knocks over an unnecessary and superfluous vase and then gets stared down by
the company for it! Prepare quality tea, coffee and sweets for your guests. Although
some may protest having baked things for your meeting, the vast majority of your guests will be
longing for something tasty. This is also an opportunity for you to offer something unique,
that could provide a talking point for the ladies present. Something you baked fresh from the
berries in your garden, perhaps, or the latest sweet from the store. Also provide tea and coffee
with ample sugar and cream to go with them. These are an essential part of any social
gathering. Plan some things to talk about. To avoid awkward conversations and
discussions, the hostess should always be in charge of steering conversation in a generally
positive direction. Before the meeting, write yourself a small list of topics that will be pleasing
to all; if conversation becomes stale, you can reference this to get back on track. A list of
general questions can also be useful; asking after the health of family members, what
everyone’s plans for their gardens might be, etc. Small parlor games are also appropriate, e.g.
the Minister’s Cat or similar.
I wish you all the luck in preparing for your next gathering, and may it be a success!
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The Pleasantville Lady

Our Cleaning Hero
by Samantha Parkington

What a flutter we’ve all been over the last few weeks! I know that I speak for myself
and many other ladies here in Pleasantville when I wish to say a special thank-you
to the lovely Miss Lisa DeVecamont. She has been working tirelessly to help us
clean up our homes and make them more beautiful than ever - bravo!
I don’t know if I ever thought it was possible to go through all of my belongings and
sort them without breaking into floods of tears because they are all so lovely and it
is hard to choose which ones to keep - but Lisa was patient, considerate,
professional and encouraging as I sifted through old letters and school papers,
portraits of my ancestors, oil paintings bought abroad, countless piles of dresses
and accessories, miles of fabric and patterns, acres of boots and shoes and ever so
many dusty books.
So from all of us ladies of Pleasantville, Lisa, we send you a mighty gratitude from
the bottom of our hearts, and look forward to our new, clean houses!

