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by William Merriman

To Whom it May Concern I am curious as to the reason why the news on the front page of
the last Gazette had to be so very dire. “Disaster Avoided?”
Why couldn’t it be reported instead that we all had a very
lovely, peaceful Christmastide and that we enjoyed the warmth
and love of family.
That would be reporting the truth! Indeed, it would only be if
the editor herself did not have a Happy Christmas that a
headline would make any sense, in truth.
Sincerely, Lily Merriman

Doctor Unavailable - this is actually an issue
In the recent incident with Teresa Berg and the Lemon Lift tea, I
was completely shocked to discover that when we needed her
assistance the most, Doctor Montoya was actually completely
unavailable. I was told by her mediocre family that she had
gone off on a horseriding trip and therefore would not be able
to help us with our dilemma. Is this acceptable? Is this right?
What if Miss Berg’s malady had been life-threatening? What
then? I wonder if this should be addressed.
Signed, Worried Caretaker

Bizarre picture- Re: Upside Down Chen House
Why, on this earth, would you ever put a Christmas Tree
up upside down?? Someone would have to be half crazy to
do so. This just proves my point that we should be
concerned for Alexandra’s sanity- as she hosts three, or
rather four children under her roof. -A Worried Citizen
Enjoy our Nature! - It’s one of the best parts of the town.
Anders Larson here-was just walking around town square,
observing people, and noticed how hurried everyone
seems to be. Why the rush? Why the stress? Everyone
needs to slow down and smell the roses, breathe in the
chilly Winter air that is only here in January and February,
walk next to the frozen river and enjoy our beautiful town.

YOUR OPINION
Disagree with something
reported? Have facts or
proof a similar opinion
as one of the columnists?
Don’t just sit at home
without weighing in and
letting the town know
what you think! Send in
a letter to the editor. Use
regular paper and
stationary and send by
post as soon as you can.
Letters to the editor are
printed no matter what
the viewpoint as long as
they are courteous and
legible to the editor!
Please print and sign
with your name.
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Council Gathers
Budget, other new issues discussed

SEASIDE HOUSE - some of you may be
aware that the Merriman Family’s Seaside
house has and still is hosting two house
guests new to town ever since Christmastide.
Annabelle and Rufus Lanz are the children
of Lily Merriman’s sister, and they have come
all the way from Williamsburg to visit their
cousins, Aunt, and Uncle. Annabelle is the
oldest of the two, and has a sharp mind as
well as a steadfast devotion to impeccable
manners. Please call upon Seaside House so
that you may welcome her properly.
Eleven in the morning or four in the afternoon
is an ideal time. Rufus Lanz is of strong build
and stature. He has a particular appreciation
of chocolate, and I’m sure he would enjoy
some from you as a welcoming gift upon

calling. I am unsure as to how long
the Lanz family will be visiting, but
let us make them feel as if they are
at home for the time that they will
be spending with us. Feel free to
call on / write to:
Annabelle and Rufus Lanz
7114 Bluebell Way
Pleasantville DC 55462

Bamboo Terrace - I am
wondering why the Bamboo
Terrace Chinese restaurant is
suddenly closed every time I
try to go in there to book a
table. I wonder if they are
going out of business or
having financial troubles?
Alexandra Chen doesn’t seem
to be interested in saying
anything further about this, so
I am wondering if the
Pleasantville Gazette writers
could look into this and write
about it in the next issue so we
can know. What’s up?

WEATHER Frosty
with
wind
chill
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COUNTY COURTHOUSE - Our newly elected town
officials on the city council convened for the first time in the
new year at the county courthouse in downtown
Pleasantville in a meeting called by the Mayor.
Many new issues were discussed and voted upon, with most
of the votes being unanimous as everyone appears to be of
the same opinion on things. Among the things discussed Budget - the council decided and voted on a budget for the
year, distributed payment to themselves and set aside funds
for the jailhouse, court fees and town funds. These will be
used for things like feeding prisoners and cleaning up the
town and courthouse.
Statute - Mayor Merriman wishes to write the new statue out
in a legible form that everyone in town can read at any time
on the walls of the courthouse. The contents of this statute
were voted and decided upon, then written down. Mayor
Merriman will be writing the statute himself.
Hall Rental - the council also decided that the courthouse
will be available for $10 rent as a place for the town to
gather. This will make the courthouse a peoples’ building
while also raising funds for the town budget.
Prison Gruel - in one of the less pleasant decisions, the town
council voted to approve prison gruel (a mixture of potatoes
and oatmeal) as the food to be served to people serving time
in jail. This was decided as Mrs. Larson believed it to be a
healthy mixture that would not be too expensive to
maintain. Although unpopular among some members of the
council (Miss Cristal Purr in particular) it makes sense with
the limited budget for prison food. Besides, you can hardly
expect us to feed our criminals with a deluxe platter from
Bamboo Terrace, now can you?
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The Merriman General Store
Providing Goods and Supplies for
Corn * Oats * Beans * Coffee * Tea * Allspice *
Ginger * Thyme * Lemon-Pepper * Newspapers
* Books * Notepads * Gardening Supplies *
Lentils * Salt * Flour * Sugar * Sauce * Tea *
Strawberry Jam * Blackberry Jam * Blueberry
Jam * Stationary * School Supplies * Fine
Furniture * Imported Goods * Clothes Soap *
Lavendar Face Soap * Homemaking Supplies *

Drop by our store and be greeted by
friendly service from members of the
Merriman family and fine quality
goods imported from Europe, Asia
and the Americas.

THE PLEASANTVILLE GAZETTE IS LOCATED AT
THE MERRIMAN GENERAL STORE * 1222 MARKET SQUARE / PLEASANTVILLE, DC / 55461 * BY PHONE: SEW-1

Lemon Lift
Strikes Again
SUZANNA WILSON - one really know what
An incident at the
happened, by the time
Parkington mansion
the Parkington’s
last week is leaving Dr. servants were alerted to
J. Montoya suspicious the situation, young
of the infamous Lemon Teresa was Irish
Lift tea to which all
dancing on top of a
town residents have
table and giggling to
grown to avoid.
herself with loud ballet
On a normal morning, music blaring from the
Miss Teresa Berg was Victrola.
bored and decided to The servants quickly
have some friends over bundled her up and
for a tea party. She
hurried her up to
invited Sonja
Josefina’s house to be
Romanakov and Pierre treated, but as Josefina
le Fox, who was not
was gone off on a
supposed to be out of horseriding trip, there
jail but agreed
was no one there to
wholeheartedly to the treat poor little Teresa.
invitation as a chance Fortunately, the
to avoid working for Merrimans were nearby
the Merriman family at and Mayor Merriman
their store.
(who also studied
Unfortunately, Miss
medicine for a time)
Teresa bought a box of offered to help out.
Lemon Lift tea from
Using an old remedy
the General Store, and, book, he recommended
apparently unaware of Teresa be dunked and
its well-known sidefed a relaxing tea.
effects, served it to her Soon, she returned to
two guests along with normal. However, the
a large supply of
lemon lift tea remains
candy from Clara’s
available at the General
Sweet Shop. While no Store. Why?

WEEKLY

Ruckus at the River
by Suzanna J. Wilson
LARSON FARM - Last week
there was a cry from the river
near the Larson’s farm and
suddenly Juan Valasquez,
youngest son of Ana and
Tomas Valasquez, came
plummeting down the
waterfall holding tight to the
Montoya’s collapsed bridge.
The bridge managed to get
caught in a few logs at the top
of the falls, so for a while Juan clung to the flimsy boards,
calling out for his Mama. When the people of town square
started to notice the poor boy holding on for dear life, they
all ran to the river to see if they could help. Mr. Montoya
and Mr. Larson immediately grabbed a net and positioned
it under Juan to help catch his fall and to keep him from
going further down the river, while a crowd gathered
around them to watch. When the logs at the top gave way
and Juan came soaring down the waterfall, he was caught
by his grandfather and Mr. Larson and carried safely home
to be treated by Josefina Montoya. Who knew a damaged
bridge could be so dangerous?

Waterfall Plunge - the Pleasantvlle Gazette
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Out and About
Photos from around Town

BAMBOO TERRACE
World-class fine cuisine for an elegant Pleasantville
experience

COMIC STRIP BY NANCY MERRIMAN - PLEASANTVILLE GAZETTE
Murmers of Fashions - There may be some
new Spring fashions on the horizon, much to
the delight of all the fashionable ladies in
Pleasantville, as Cristal’s Clothes Boutique has
begun to gather information for their Spring
fashion release. The sandwhich board sign
which is usually in town describing the Winter
up for calling hour and Valentines parties.
fashions has mysteriously disappeared, as has
the framed fashion drawing inside the
Larson Farm Food Shortage - The Larson’s food
Boutique where customers can read about the
stand, Rainbow Farms, has been known to run
latest fashions and styles in greater detail. This
out of things in the past but these days it appears
can only mean that they have been removed
to be difficult for the Larson farm to sustain itself.
either for cleaning, or because there is a new
On several occasions over the last few weeks
style waiting to be introduced and must be
servants and restaurants have come away empty
installed on both of these signs.
from the market without the ingredients they
Sonja Romanakov refused to comment,
needed to make basic dishes. Let us hope this is
although she appeared excited by the
not a permanent affliction.
disappearance of the sign. “Cristal is very very
busy,” she told me outside the boutique while
Courthouse Open - The courthouse is open for
checking her mailbox, “and that is all I can tell
anyone who wishes to discuss government with
you right now! Cristal is busy!” I think we all
our officials during business hours.
know what that means. More coming soon!
Clara’s Sweet Shop - everyone’s favorite little
shop in town square has had a few updates lately,
including new signage appropriate for St.
Valentine’s Day and new candies. Clara is very
excited about some new candies and sweets and
encourages everyone to come see them and stock
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WATERFALL

The Flight
A poem by Pierre le Fox
What can you say if you
rhyme away, dreaming and
scheming and playing all day.
It seems that if a bird can fly,
then why can’t I up in the sky,
it strikes me as odd that a tiny
seed pod can float and float
when we’re stuck in a boat,
down here on the land in the
very quicksand, that holds us
from soaring and gliding and
twirling. To feel the nervous
delight of the first wings of
flight, to swerve out of sight
and alight and alight. A
dream it would be to do this
for me, and I would never
come down, no never ever at

all. This would be
better than any mere
ball. This would be
glorious fun, oh yes,
this would be the
complete opposite of
a test. This I could
pass with the full
measure of marks, to
sit in the cockpit of
my own airplane,
this machine and the
claim to such fame
as I ever could
name. The end.
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Viewpoint of a Jailbird
The full, grueling truth, as told by Pierre le Fox

while in prison

LARSON FARM
A very panicked town square watches
on as Juan Valasquez thunders over the
Larson’s waterfall last week.

- WANTED One, able-bodied young
worker capable of cooking,
cleaning, washing dishes,
dusting, serving at table, feast
preparation, etc.
Household servant with
minimal but sufficient wage.
Call 450-F to apply.
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The Grumpy Troll Where friends meet and hungry folks eat!

JAILHOUSE - What does the
general public know of how
prisoners at the Pleasantville jail
are treated after they have been
sentenced to time in the
courthouse? It might be thought
of as a rather comfortable space,
high atop the courthouse,
overlooking town square and its
bustling citizenry. Perhaps it
may be viewed as a dank, dark
cell from which a prisoner can
not see a single ray of daylight.
The truth as I have come to know
it, lies somewhere between the
two. During my time spent
there, I have come to realize that
it is not the space itself that is so
very degrading to occupy, but the
general treatment from the
deputy which leaves one with a
sense of irritation from morning
until night. Honestly, the room
would serve just as well as a
punishment, but on top of that
one must endure the most foul of
nourishment. If it can truly be
called as such. Indeed, the mush
that is served would be better
suited to a herd of pigs. One
must suffer the ingestion of an
extremely unpleasant mixture of
disgusting, dusty old potatoes
and some strange mushroom-oat
concoction that smells simply
awful. Picture what a farmer
would serve to horses, only it is
cooked over a hot fire to the

point of burning, then mashed
into a thick, lumpy, yellowish
paste and smells like a swamp.
If there was one thing I could say
in favor of the jail, it would be
that the view from atop the roof is
quite a breathtaking one.
However, I find that it is ruined
by the constant banter of a
deputy who would be put to far
better use in his position if he
would save the town from a bear
or other wild monster rather than
nag prisoners to the point of
hysteria. Indeed, I find his
pestering to be the most complete
punishment I have received.
Although this may fulfill the
purpose of my imprisonment by
impressing upon me how
dastardly difficult the
consequences to a wrongdoing
can be, I still know resolutely that
I was not guilty as charged and
will hold to the story as it is the
truth. Now you know how being
in jail has been for me, and I
strongly encourage you to never
get in there yourself. Especially if
the government switches the
money system on you when you
least expect it and all your
currency becomes invalid. Then
you shall certainly be punished
with the worst few meals of your
life, I assure you.

Pleasantville
Gazette
The Editorial Staff
Today’s newspaper included
the following guest writers

Suzanna Wilson
Pierre le Fox
Annabelle Lanz
William Merriman

Comic Strip
Nancy Merriman

Sponsorship
Businesses that have
supported this edition of the
Gazette with their
advertising:

Bamboo Terrace
The Grumpy Troll
Pleasantville Gazette
Merriman General
Store

Thanks
The following people helped
make this newspaper
possible:

Anders Larson
Suzanne Wickon
Pierre le Fox
William Merriman

