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Government Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

by Suzanna Wilson

Sweets, Pigs and Coffee
Food Shortage - No Longer!
Just wanted to write in to let readers know that there is plenty
of food available at the general store now. It’s been a long time
since there was enough food but that’s all in the past. Make a
delicious meal for your family, let’s get back to normal!
Cheers, Lara Larson

Sweet Shop - Gone for good?
Hey, what happened to Clara’s Sweet Shop? Does anyone
know if she’s ok, or why she never comes to town
anymore?
She skipped the entire holiday season Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years. I’m just
wondering if I’ll have to go out of town to get sweets in the
future.
Signed, Sad Sweet-Tooth

Bi-Yearly Newspaper, Eh? — Kinda Sad
So the last issue of this newspaper I got was from like, two
years ago now. Why have there been no new issues? It’s
not like the editor, Ms. Wilson, has been super busy or
anything. I’ve seen her all over the town doing absolutely
nothing so what gives? I mean, it might be nice to have
someone actually tell us what in the world is going on in
our own town instead of having to go ask people on the
street what’s up. What are we, a little nowhere? Get on it,
Gazette! - Signed Unhappy Customer
Grumpy Troll - Where’s the food box?
I had a cup of coffee the other day with a friend, and
realized the Grumpy Troll had no food box. It was
annoying and I hope they will get one again to make things
easier for customers. Also there was no-one working
there..?
Signed, Coffee for Life

YOUR OPINION
Disagree with something
reported? Have facts or
proof a similar opinion
as one of the columnists?
Don’t just sit at home
without weighing in and
letting the town know
what you think! Send in
a letter to the editor. Use
regular paper and
stationary and send by
post as soon as you can.
Letters to the editor are
printed no matter what
the viewpoint as long as
they are courteous and
legible to the editor!
Please print and sign
with your name.
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COURTHOUSE - the government has
been fairly dormant lately as the entire
town has been also, but a few things
have moved through since the last
update. First, the food system is now up
and running, and everyone got their
first crops in the Fall and successfully
either kept them to preserve or sold them
to the General Store. Systems have been
created for wildlife, game, fishing,
seafood and more. Systems have not yet
been created for bread baking, alcohol
making, cheese and cream making, or
other fermented beverages in general, as
those were delegated to the Larsons and
Wickons and they’ve had to delay the
process until there was actually a harvest
to deal with. Government workers
What Do Pigs Eat? - A
suggestion - because of this
new food system I am needing
information
on
feeding
animals for the first time in my
life. To those with attentive
ears, this town could really
use
an
animal
dietary
pamphlet. For instance, what
does one feed a duck? A pig?
A chicken? This would help
citizens
become
more
confident in raising their own
food.
Signed,
Confused
and
Bemused

WEATHER Severe wind in

No more Rainbow Farms Food Stand

town square

MERMAN GENERAL STORE - The always wellmeaning first family of Merrimen have reportedly bought
the Larson family out of their farm and food stand
business. Due to the new food system, we knew there
would be some changes, but this one strikes drastically at
one of the hearts of town square - Rainbow Farms Food
Stand.
If you have recently wandered downtown to do some
shopping, you may have noticed the glaring absence of the
food stand and that the Merriman family’s General Store is
the bustling new center of town, full to the bursting with
fresh produce, meat, cheese, soaps, honey, spices, chilis,
seeds for planting, grains and feed for livestock, tea, coffee
and much more.
“We made an agreement with the Larson’s that I think
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The Merriman General Store
Providing Goods and Supplies for
Corn * Oats * Beans * Coffee * Tea * Allspice *
Ginger * Thyme * Lemon-Pepper * Newspapers
* Books * Notepads * Gardening Supplies *
Lentils * Salt * Flour * Sugar * Sauce * Tea *
Strawberry Jam * Blackberry Jam * Blueberry
Jam * Stationary * School Supplies * Fine
Furniture * Imported Goods * Clothes Soap *
Lavendar Face Soap * Homemaking Supplies *

we’re all very happy with,” Mayor Merriman said, while
casually sifting through a sack of fresh coffee, “this way all
the produce and goods are in one place, the Larson family
still makes a good living from their crops, but putting the
management into our hands allows them more time to do
the important part - farming and growing food for their
family and for the town.”
Surprisingly, Anders Larson also seems to be alright with
the arrangement. “It’s working out well,” he told me over a
Drop by our store and be greeted by
cup of coffee at the Grumpy Troll. “I’m finally discovering
what my life is! I mean, I haven’t had this much free time in friendly service from members of the
ages. I can really do farm work, and take care of the animals Merriman family and fine quality
goods imported from Europe, Asia
- I hardly know what to do with myself, haha!”
and the Americas.
It remains to be seen.*

THE PLEASANTVILLE GAZETTE IS LOCATED AT
THE MERRIMAN GENERAL STORE * 1222 MARKET SQUARE / PLEASANTVILLE, DC / 55461 * BY PHONE: SEW-1

remain confused about how they will
actually be paid under the new system, as
there are no longer any existing taxes.
The jail is clear, Mayor Merriman is still
the mayor until an actual election can be
set up, and the sheriff and deputy remain
the same as well.
Mr. Merriman assured me that he is
intending to spend a lot of time in the
Courthouse this month in order to
address any concerns by citizens.
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EDITOR Suzanna

Light of the valley - Bringing the news and opinions of citizens

Jane Wilson

Wind Storm Blasts Town
Square January 1st
SUZANNA WILSON - directions.
New Year’s day was “My ski poles are
ushered in on a wild actually on the roof,
and windy snow day dude,” Megan told me,
in town square. Wind rather miffed. As if I
gusts suddenly blasted could do anything about
the town and
it. “Like, they’re
neighboring farms in actually up there, look.
the later afternoon of Two stories up even.
the first day of January, How does that even
toppling fences, small work?”
animals, bicycles and As she pointed, I did in
even a motorcar near fact notice two small
Cristal’s Clothes
sticks on the top of Lisa
Boutique. While there DeVecamont’s roof were no reported
indeed two stories up.
injuries as of this
Also collected on the
writing, several people rooftops were a red
complained of bruising sweater belonging to
as objects scuttled and yours truly, and an
flew across the side
entire laundry line from
streets where they
an unidentified house.
were walking.
The wind had died
Angelica Romanakov, down by the next
Laura Windmill and morning, but left quite a
Megan Ryder were all bit of cleanup in its
on their way up to the wake. Now it will be up
trains station to head to the government and
into the mountains for the town council to
a New Year’s ski day, decide who is
but were sidetracked responsible for tidying
slightly when the
and returning
blustery wind started belongings now resting
blowing their skis and on the rooftops of our
ski-poles in all
little town. *

WEEKLY

Famine Finally Over
by Suzanna J. Wilson
TOWN SQUARE After months of
dangerously high levels
of low food supply and
hunger in our small
town, the famine is over
and there is once again
a full supply of food
available at the food
stand. Many people
bought seeds for the
first time last Spring
when the new food
system was announced,
and have since successfully tried their hands at farming for
the first time in their lives, including Miss Cristal Purr.
“I love it!” She told sources, “I made a very tidy profit and
I’m very pleased. I shan’t be telling you what I grew that
did so well though - that would be cheating!”
Other families planted more traditional harvests and
reaped mostly positive results, besides all those families
who grew oats. Unfortunately this year’s crop of oats
became infested rather quickly with a strange bug affliction,
and had to be removed from the town.

Wind Storm Blasts - the Pleasantville Gazette
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Hunting and Fishing Advice

Out and About

By Anders Larson
LARSON FARM - Howdy folks! It’s a wonderful day to be
alive. What a beautiful little town we have, and the woods
are full of plentiful resources for everyone, as well as the
rivers, lakes and beaches. All you need to know are a few
little tricks, and before you know it the magic of hunting and
fishing can be yours. Besides getting to experience firsthand where your food comes from, this is also the best way
to have the freshest food available, as well as saving a ton on
buying expensive meat and fish from the market! All you

Photos from around Town

need to know are a few simple tips.
River Fishing: Catch trout using any bait you want. These little guys are easy to catch with a line, net,
OR trap! Salmon is a little trickier - use a line or a net and mushrooms make a great bait.
Sea Fishing: Everyone loves shrimp, and they’re fun to catch, too! Use corn kernels as bait and a net or
trap lowered into the water. Once you have shrimp to spare, use them as bait for ever-elusive but yummy
crabs. These can only be caught with traps, so invest in some good ones, or make some for yourself. Clams
are flavorful and traditional at a lot of holiday meals. Catch them with a good net or trap and a rice bait. The
largest prize is a nice juicy lobster. Use a trap and chicken legs as a bait.
Large Game Hunting: Once you’ve mastered fishing, the next step is to get really good at large game
hunting. Deer, bear, elk and snails can all be caught with either a trap, gun or bow and arrow. Snails are
caught best with a little trap, with little sugar cubes as bait. If you’re very careful, a wolf can be a big

BAMBOO TERRACE
World-class fine cuisine for an elegant Pleasantville
experience

adventure to hunt, but your chances are not good for catching these guys. Good luck, friends!
Grumpy Troll Open - The village pub, the
Grumpy Troll, suffered quite a bit from the food
shortage and had to close down because of the
lack of supplies. They are now open again and
serving a limited menu of coffee and soups while

Hunting Season Excitement - Hunting season
in Pleasantville is traditionally in the months of
January and February, and is more common in
the Native tribes of this area, but has since been
adopted by the settlers and farmers of the town
as well. The season promises lots of great
they get back on their feet.
fishing - trout and salmon are plentiful in the
Missed Elections Again - For the second year in rivers in the Winter months, and clams, crabs,
a row the elections passed by and not a single
shrimp and other seafood teems around the
vote was passed. The original council’s plan was coastal waters by Seaside House and its
to hold a New Year’s vote instead, but that would grounds. The woods will be full of game, from
have to be a motion passed by the town in time
moose and deer to bears and even the
for the event to take place in January. There are occasional wolf (watch out for those - one in 6
several names already entered for this year’s
says you’ll end up getting any meat for your
elections for Mayor, Councilmen and other
efforts) as well as the crowing achievement the Winter Big Elk that takes weeks to stalk and
positions, but not enough for a vote.
take down but can feed one family for many
Fall Council Meeting - The city council met in
weeks. Hunting is a great way to collect free
the Fall for a meeting on procedures for the new
food for your family while having a little
food system. It was a productive meeting.
outdoors excitement with your friends.
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CROPS

Feng Shui for the Home
By Alex Chen
In China, the New Year’s
celebration is one of the most
important events of the year.
Hoping to receive good
fortune in the months to come,
we make changes in the
furnishings and decorations of
our houses to encourage the
flow of good energy. We call
this energy “chi.” Now, there
is such a thing as bad chi that
should be avoided. Clutter
such as messy dishes and
wadded up clothes cause bad
chi. Good chi, on the other
hand, can be brought about by
clean surfaces and neatly
folded clothing! Color plays
an important role in the
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Business Resolutions
Advice from daring business woman Cristal Purr

traditional Chinese
way of home
organization, also
known as “Feng
Shui.” Bright colors
such as Scarlet and
Gold bring about
more good luck,
fortune, fame and
reputation. Softer
colors such as deep
blues and purples
have a calming
effect and bring
about peace and
serenity when you
look at them. Find
out more about Feng
Shui today for 2017!

on being the best of the best

WICKON HOUSE
The beautiful and welcome sight of
crops finally growing well and
flourishing at people’s homes.

- WANTED One, able-bodied young
worker capable of cooking,
cleaning, washing dishes,
dusting, serving at table, feast
preparation, etc.
Household servant with
minimal but sufficient wage.
Call 450-F to apply.
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The Grumpy Troll Where friends meet and hungry folks eat!

HAIR SALON - Famous
businesswoman Cristal Purr sat
down to chat about how she
makes decisions and sticks with
them. Something we could all
work on.
What do you think of New
Year’s Resolutions? Do you
make them?
I believe it is unnecessary to
make dramatic goals on New
Year’s day. I simply find that
setting ambitious goals for
myself on a regular basis
throughout the year works best
for me. However, I do realize
that not everyone has the same
passion and strong will as I have!
Therefore I understand when
others think they should make
goals on New Years day. Usually
I’m quite doubtful that they will
keep them though, to be quite
frank!
What is the best piece of advice
you’ve gotten for business?
I am not sure if this was advice
given to me or if I simply
discovered it for myself, but my
advice is to become the very best
of the best at whatever it is you
do for business. Once people
know they can trust you for
excellent quality results every
single time the come to you, your
line of customers will always
grow longer!

Do you have plans for the New
Year, and are they ambitious and
new, or tried and true?
My plans for next year are never
quite set in stone, as they say. I
do not like to hold myself to one
plan when I could potentially
juggle three plans or four or five!
I detest being tied down in any
way. I must be able to follow my
every whim so that when I come
up with something brilliant, I can
make it happen exactly the way I
want it to. They are also usually
very secret, so I can’t tell you
what they are!
Is there something about
Pleasantville businesses in
general that you wish you could
single-handedly improve?
What would you do about it?
Pleasantville businesses have
been incredibly slow of late. I
would say that we, as business
owners, must encourage the
wary shopper to come in to the
stores with enticing window
displays to show off anything
new that we have to offer!
Customers are so tired of seeing
old boring things day in, day out!
Thank you, and happy new year!
Is there anything else you'd like
to share? Strive for excellence in
all aspects of your business and
you will be rewarded!

Pleasantville
Gazette
The Editorial Staff
Today’s newspaper included
the following guest writers

Suzanna Wilson
Pierre le Fox
Annabelle Lanz
William Merriman

Pleasantville Lady
Anonymous Sources

Sponsorship
Businesses that have
supported this edition of the
Gazette with their
advertising:

Bamboo Terrace
The Grumpy Troll
Pleasantville Gazette
Merriman General
Store

Thanks
The following people helped
make this newspaper
possible:

Angelica Romanakov
Cristal Purr
Alexandra Chen
Anders Larson
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The Latest Town Gossip
Written by Suzanne Wickon
Special Correspondent
Quite a lot has happened, my dears, since I last spoke to you as I do
now. Much theft and poor style pervades Pleasantville these days, as I
have the unfortunate duty of informing you. Laura Windmill is a
disgrace to the name of society. Why, she hops willingly through market
square wearing naught but a leotard and strangely shaped bananas on
her feet, eyes and head. It is quite the atrocity!
Meanwhile, Mr. Merriman cuts up cash with a large knife to make cash
soup for his children to eat; and yet, they cannot pay the bills. For when
they finish the soup, the money’s all gone! Mrs. Larson enslaves her
little baby children and forces them to work for her while she herself
only calmly sips her coﬀee!! Talk about cruel child labor! Mrs. Larson can also not go anywhere without her
itty witty blankie.
Now, I must tell you. Felicity Merriman is a pear thief. She sneaks into village cottages at night and steals pears
from innocent victims. Particularly those who have been professionally trained in Italy. Her father, Mr.
Merriman, confesses to having a lot of water in his ears. Maybe that’s why he has such a hard time hearing town
complaints!
Megan Ryder has a ruﬃan brother of unidentified background, who was evicted by the police, and is an orphan
in the streets. Alison McCann has become so upset with people saying she looks like a grandma that she has
ordered a new wig. Laura Windmill keeps a knife in her boot, and Mrs. Montoya admits to her daughter,
Francisca, being a blowfish!
But worst of all, Josefina Montoya was spotted smuggling what looked like a sock full of wine bottles up to her
house from downtown. Even more shocking is the fact that it was on Christmas Day, and early in the morning
at that! Josefina is also so poor (how does she find the money for such alcohol??) that she owns not one pair of
shoes, and goes around walking barefoot in the snow. What will happen when our only doctor becomes deathly
ill from catching a chill, as she most surely will?
Yours Sincerely, Suzanne Wickon
Write letters to Mrs. Wickon:
8749 Tulip Avenue
Pleasantville, DC 55461

Fashion Preview

NEW COLUMN! By Special Correspondent - “Pink Pearl”
TOWN SQUARE: As you know, the Winter is now in behind us and Christmas
is over. This means it’s time to start thinking about your fashions soon to come in
the Spring! I have received several tip-oﬀs about what the new fashions may contain, and while I can’t give too
much away, here are some ideas for you to help you veer oﬀ in the right direction with your new wardrobe.
What you should have: Make sure to keep anything bright in your current collection - bright, dark pinks are
going to be popular, as well as vibrant lemon yellow. Florals, prints, flower colors are always a staple of Spring
fashion, so have those at the ready. Puﬀed sleeves are IN, not out. Get rid of those skinny sleeves and let in the
pouf again! It’s a good time to fluﬀ up those sleeves! For moderns, jumpsuits were all over the runway this
season, and so were polka dots. You should have at least one item of clothing in each.
What you should get rid of: skinny sleeves, dark colors, stripes.
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Fashionable Things To Do:

Grow your own plants and food

Keep your pets warm; make them clothes!

Make a new gown - old ones are so dull!

Hire a cleaning consultant

Acting

Sleigh rides

Beautiful, lush window curtains

Faberge and Russian antiques

Play polite card games

Perfume (real, European scents!)

Things that are Not Fashionable:
Skinny sleeves

Knitwear

Not responding to letters

Stripes

Hunting and fishing - what are you, an oaf?

Apple tea

Pumpkin anything

Reading too much

Raising livestock - smelly AND messy!

Pearl necklaces

The State of Style

NEW COLUMN! By Special Correspondent - “Little Black Dress”
TOWN SQUARE: It’s chilly out there, and you are likely searching

through your wardrobe for warm, fashionable attire to wear outside
during these freezing temperatures. Some grab the old fur coat and
muﬀ they use every year, while others put on a mishmash of chunky
sweaters, scarves that don’t match, and cheesy holiday hats. Because of
the Winter chill, our first impression of one another these days is what they wear over what might have
been a carefully-planned outfit. Unfortunately, most are walking around Pleasantville’s town square
looking like a child who had too much fun rummaging around a paint box. Some color combinations are
truly undesirable. Others retain some dignity by wearing the classic overcoat and hat, but they are often
old and worn, as no one seems to find it important to update their outer wardrobe.
Best Look: The kind that says, “I can look stylish even when it’s cold outside. A bright white sweater and
matching hat, over a bold red dress. No scarf. Simpler is classier. Limit the amount of colors you wear at
one time and up the dramatic contrast. Best to stick to two colors at one time until you become more
confident and experienced with your own style. (Remember, it’s never shameful to ask Cristal’s Clothes
Boutique for advice when you’re in a bind. I hear she gives fashion advice for a price.)
Worst Look: The kind that says, “I want to wear remnants of the holiday season throughout the rest of
January.” Jeans, a red snowflake sweater, gold flats, and a reindeer hat. If you must wear the red snowflake
sweater, replace the jeans with black slacks, the shoes with sleek red heels, and forget the reindeer hat. It
might be amusing in your own home on Christmas morning, but the whole world doesn’t need to see it!
My parting advice: Less is more. Think about updating what may be a sorely neglected outer wardrobe
for a fresh start to the new year. Which leaves the state of our style versus Lincolnville….
Negative numbers mean worse than Lincolnville, positive numbers mean better.
Current Rating of our style vs. Lincolnville’s: - 3
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Mrs. Merriman’s Household
Management Column
My dear readers - it is once again the time of year when a
woman takes stock of her surroundings after the hustle and bustle
of the holidays, looks around her once spotless home and realizes
that things have gotten severely out of hand. Your home is
covered in dust and pine needles. There isn’t a jot in the larder or
your storecupboard. The last time you had a home-cooked meal seems as if it ’twas years ago.
Your children have grown lazy and despondent with too much vacation and not enough
responsibility. Mountains of letters litter your desk. Your husband complains of nothing to eat.
Fear not though, brave women. This is a common aﬄiction of this time of the year, and
fatigue from the eﬀort of creating a magical holiday season can make it diﬃcult to muster the
courage to continue forth! However, you must rest assured that you are not alone in your
struggles. We have all been there. And I am here to help you. Fresh air and exercise will be
the first step in getting you back on your feet. Fling open the windows and curtains and let in
fresh air. Tear down heavy, dusty, musty curtains, wash them thoroughly in lavender water and
re-hang. Open your front door, take the first step, and set yourself determinedly to a brisk walk
in the fresh air. Go for a lovely walk through town or go to visit a friend. This will bring fresh,
clean air into your lungs and good conversation back into your life and can be very inspiring.
Next, set your children back upon their chores. Even if the holiday season is a time for
relaxing, children need to be set daily tasks that they can easily complete and which benefit the
household as a whole. Happiness walks on busy feet. Send them to the market for fresh
vegetables. Send them a-visiting with their own friends. Set them to work in the kitchen, fixing
fresh food or cleaning up for you. This is also the time to have them finish their holiday
homework, once and for all. The sooner the homework is done the sooner they will get back to
school, and we all know that our children could certainly use a good dose of Miss Samantha’s
instruction as soon as possible, am I correct, ladies?
As your children are busily employed, you must be also. If you have any letters to respond to,
do not let them be any longer. Let nothing come to dust. There is no reason whatsoever to
put oﬀ getting to your correspondence. A proper woman must always answer her letters
without delay and with elegance and grace. Do this first before setting yourself to anything
else, and you will reap the rewards.
If you do not have curtains, this is a good time to get them. In the Winter we depend
upon good curtains to keep us warm, as well as to provide beauty to our living spaces. If you
are intimidated by the idea of improving your curtains or window decorations, look no further
but give me a call. I am happy to help anyone with designing and creating a beautiful look for
their windows. So do not hesitate, and make this important investment for the grace of your
home! Lastly, when you have the rest of the household spinning along at a happy and busy
pace, new enticing smells of roast and vegetables in spices wafting in from the kitchen fires and
a husband happily engaged in a new book by the fire, this is the time of year when our
Spring cleaning truly begins. Have a good, thorough look through your belongings and
decide which are outdated, old, broken, useless. Keep only what you truly love and what
brings beauty and functionality and quality to your life. I hear that Lisa DeVecamont has a
consultation service for this sort of thing if you need guidance here. Do not be afraid to ask for
help in this department. My dears, the New Year is yours if you do not falter. Don’t be
swallowed in laziness. Set yourself instead to busy improvement. I wish you all the luck in the
world. ’Til next time!
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The Pleasantville Lady

She’s Back!

by Samantha Parkington
The Pleasantville Lady is back, my dear friends! After a dreadfully long period of
absence, the beloved Lady is back in your hands as an extension and regular
addition to the Pleasantville Gazette, thanks to our lovely editor, Suzanna Wilson.
Thanks also to the wonderful ladies and women who have been writing and calling
in constantly in favor of reviving our local fashion magazine, which so many
depended on and looked forward to for their fashion advice, holiday planning,
household management, craft and sewing ideas, and of course… gossip!
Dig in, my dears, and enjoy this special new print of the Pleasantville Lady as we
start a new year fresh with new ideas for looking your best, being clean and tidy,
staying in touch with friends and neighbors, and everything that a new year may
bring.
I raise my glass to you, our readers, for your persistence in bringing our dear ladies’
magazine back. Cheers to you!

